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WHO WE ARE
Through its vast network of disabled people’s organizations and inter-

national development colleagues, USICD has the reach to impact critical 

emerging issues facing the global disability community. USICD serves as 

both a technical resource and a relationship builder to people with disabilities 

for NGO, government and corporate partners. USICD’s 25-member Board 

of Directors includes the most recognized leaders in the American disability 

rights movement, providing a wealth of experience and strategic guidance. 

USICD is implementing projects that empower people with disabilities 

around the world through grassroots strategies, as well as national and 

international policy advocacy. The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

has had a global influence, and USICD promotes the values through global 

engagement and United States foreign affairs. The USICD community is 

leading the world on global disability rights. 

USICD’s Mission
To promote the rights and full participation of persons with disabilities 

through global engagement and United States foreign affairs.

USICD’s Vision
The membership of USICD has a vision of a world where the equal rights of 

persons with disabilities are protected and advanced, where the capacities 

and talents of persons with disabilities are celebrated and elevated, and 

where people with disabilities come together across borders as a global 

disability community.

Read more to learn about how USICD can build your bridge to 
the global disability rights movement.

USICD leads advocates 
on Capitol Hill pressing for 
full rights of persons with 

disabilities, July 2014.

Photo Caption

USICD leadership and member 
advocates at a Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee hearing on the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities.

AROUND 15% OF 
THE WORLD’S 
POPULATION,  
AN ESTIMATED  
1 BILLION PEOPLE, 
LIVE WITH 
DISABILITIES. 
THEY ARE THE 
WORLD’S LARGEST 
MINORITY. 



PROGRAM  
INITIATIVES
Through a wide range of projects and programs, USICD promotes the  

inclusion of disability perspectives in U.S. foreign policy, among interna-

tional development organizations, and by serving as interface between U.S. 

disability stakeholders and our counterparts around the world. 

A Bridge to the International Disability Community 
As a global networker and consulting hub, USICD’s relationships in coun-

tries around the world can serve partner NGOs who seek to engage dis-

ability communities and leaders in diverse settings. USICD’s Consultative 

Status at the United Nations and our role as the United States National 

Member Assembly in Disabled People’s International (DPI) have positioned 

USICD as a global leader.

Technical Assistance on Disability Inclusion
USICD members and staff work in countries around the world and in part-

nership with NGOs toward greater inclusion of disabled people in main-

stream development activities, as well as on disability-specific programs. 

USICD served as the lead consultant disabled people’s organization in the 

development of USAID’s training course on disabilities.

CRPD Education and Advocacy
USICD works to promote the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities in the U.S. and abroad through the CRPD Education and 

Advocacy Campaign. USICD is guided by a commitment to the full and 

equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by people 

with disabilities. We strive for the full inclusion and empowerment of peo-

ple with disabilities and our allies to have a voice of our own. In so doing, 

they will become effective and informed human rights advocates. A bet-

ter understanding of what the CRPD means and how it and other human 

rights standards are relevant to the everyday lives of people with disabilities 

is essential to achieve this.

NINETY 
PERCENT OF 
CHILDREN WITH 
DISABILITIES IN 
DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES DO 
NOT ATTEND 
SCHOOL.

USICD is represented at the Disabled 
Peoples’ International (DPI) World 
Assembly in Durban, South Africa.

USICD staff provide 
consultation internationally 

developing disabled 
people’s organizations,  

and disability policy. 



Global Disability Rights Library
The Global Disability Rights Library project helps improve the lives of peo-

ple with disabilities in developing countries by delivering digital knowledge 

on disability rights to advocates, policymakers, and civil society institu-

tions. With sponsorship from USAID, the University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro WiderNet Project has collected an extensive digital repository 

with thousands of toolkits, best practice materials, national and regional 

disability legislation, video, audio, and other advocacy tools. This collec-

tion is delivered to DPOs in developing countries lacking adequate internet 

access via an eGranary device—a 4-TeraByte portable hard drive that brings 

web-like access without an internet connection.

Young Professionals and Visiting Fellows
USICD seeks to foster the careers of both international emerging leaders 

and American students with disabilities who dream of working in service to 

the world. We regularly host visiting international scholars and NGO lead-

ers. Through a partnership with the Mitsubishi Electric America Foundation, 

USICD also places college and graduate-level students with disabilities 

in foreign policy and international development organizations for intern 

experience.

Disability Inclusion in U.S. Foreign Affairs
USICD is committed to disability inclusion in all areas of United States for-

eign affairs. As part of that effort, USICD has consolidated the information 

the U.S. State Department’s annual Human Rights Reports to highlight dis-

ability references. Disability references from all 194 Human Rights Reports 

are collated into a comprehensive overview on our website.

International Day of Persons with Disabilities
Every year, USICD recognizes the International Day of Persons with 

Disabilities, on December 3, by echoing the annual global theme, by raising 

our strategic goals for disability inclusion in foreign policy, and by celebrat-

ing our global champions and the progress the world disability community 

has made at a Washington, DC gala. USICD welcomes sponsors and other 

partners in this important activity.

Advocates can now access disability 
and human rights information without 
an internet connection because of the 
Global Disability Rights Library.

ONLY 45 OF  
THE WORLD’S  
194 NATIONS  
HAVE ANTI- 
DISCRIMINATION  
OR OTHER  
DISABILITY CIVIL 
RIGHTS LAWS.

USICD connects 
professionals 

with disabilities 
to international 

counterparts to share 
technical knowledge 
and bridge cultures.



PARTNERS AND AFFILIATES
Disabled Peoples’ International (DPI) is a cross-disability, consumer- 
controlled international organization of people with disabilities in over 130 
countries around the world. 

Rehabilitation International (RI) is a global network of people with disabilities, 
service providers, researchers, government agencies and advocates promoting 
and implementing the rights and inclusion of people with disabilities. 

The Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities is a coalition of approximately 
100 national disability organizations working together to advocate for national 
public policy that ensures the self determination, independence, empower-
ment, integration and inclusion of children and adults with disabilities in all 
aspects of society.

Disability Rights International (DRI) is dedicated to human rights monitoring, 
enforcement, and advocacy for people with disability worldwide. DRI is com-
mitted to ensuring that disability rights is a priority of US foreign policy and 
that international donors support full community integration of children and 
adults now segregated from society in orphanages, psychiatric facilities, and 
other institutions.

InterAction is the largest alliance of U.S.-based international nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) focused on the world’s poor and most vulnerable people. 

The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights is a coalition charged 
by its diverse membership of more than 200 national organizations to pro-
mote and protect the civil and human rights of all persons in the United States. 

USAID is an independent federal government agency that receives overall for-
eign policy guidance from the Secretary of State. Their work supports long-term 
and equitable economic growth and advances U.S. foreign policy objectives.

The WiderNet Project is a University of North Carolina, Greensboro service 
organization dedicated to improving digital communications to all commu-
nities and individuals around the world in need of educational resources, 
knowledge, and training.

The Open Society Policy Center (OSPC) is a non-partisan organization that 
engages in policy advocacy on U.S. and international issues, including domes-
tic civil liberties, multilateralism, economic development, civil rights, human 
rights, women’s rights and criminal justice reform. 

The Mitsubishi Electric America Foundation (MEAF) was established in 1991 
to support national grant programs and employee volunteer programs to 
make Changes for the Better for youth with disabilities.

The Prince Charitable Trusts were established in 1947 from the bequests of 
Frederick Henry Prince and his wife, Abbie Norman Prince. The three trusts 
operate as a family foundation with giving programs in the city of Chicago, the 
Washington D.C. metropolitan area and the state of Rhode Island. 

The Reeve Foundation is dedicated to curing spinal cord injury by funding 
innovative research, and improving the quality of life for people living with 
paralysis through grants, information and advocacy.

World Learning is a nonprofit organization advancing leadership in more than 60 
countries and whose mission is to empower people and strengthen institutions 
through education, sustainable development, and exchange programs.

USICD holds Special Consultative Status at the United Nations.

TWO-THIRDS OF 
THE UNEMPLOYED 
RESPONDENTS 
WITH DISABILITIES 
SAID THEY WOULD 
LIKE TO WORK  
BUT COULD NOT 
FIND JOBS.



SUPPORT USICD
USICD operates by the financial support of its membership, project 
funding partners, and other donors. As a USICD supporter, you will 
contribute to the work we are doing to promote equality, inclusion, 
and the human rights of people with disabilities worldwide. We will 
keep you apprised of USICD’s initiatives, opportunities to be directly 
involved, and other news about the global disability community. 

www.usicd.org

The Global Disability Rights 
Library is a joint initia-
tive of the USICD and the 
University of North Carolina 
at Greensboro WiderNet 
Project with funding support 
from USAID. The GDRL 
project is a global effort 
to provide disability rights 
advocates with a large col-
lection of digital resources 
for promoting human rights 
and fighting poverty among 
people with disabilities in 
their local communities.

In partnership with World 
Learning and under spon-
sorship of USAID, USICD is 
supporting the growth of a 
cross-disability movement in 
Myanmar by providing rights 
trainings, capacity building 
assistance, and support for 
the newly formed Myanmar 
Council of Persons with 
Disabilities.

RightsNow! is a project 
supporting the advancement 
of disability rights in Mexico, 
Kenya, and Vietnam. Three 
U.S.-based disabled peo-
ple’s organizations (Mobility 
International USA, the 
Disability Rights Education 
& Defense Fund, and USICD) 
are joined by the International 
Foundation for Electoral 
Systems in a consortium, 
under sponsorship of the 
United States Department of 
State, building relationships 
and lasting strategies with 
in-country groups to address 
objectives that their citizens 
with disabilities have priori-
tized for building a society of 
access, justice and equality.

USICD regularly hosts visiting 
fellows from both within and 
outside of the United States 
for service in our Washington, 
DC office. With particular 
attention to young profes-
sionals with disabilities, and 
through partnership of a vari-
ety of citizen exchange orga-
nizations, we have recently 
welcomed fellows from Nepal, 
Uzbekistan, Macedonia and 
Rwanda.

CONNECTING THE  
GLOBAL COMMUNITY



INCLUSION MATTERS. 

 www.usicd.org


